
Welcome to Year 6



Teaching Team

This year the Year 6 team is made up of:

Garnet:

• Steven (Assistant Head Teacher)

• Sienna (Teacher)

Opal:

• Siobhan (Teacher)

• Kam (Year 6 TA)

We are also lucky enough to have a number of specialist staff 
members supporting lessons and/or covering planning time throughout 
the week.



Teaching & Learning

• All students in Year 6 will be expected to access the Upper Key 
Stage 2 National Curriculum.

• Students will be given tasks that are pitched at their current level 
of achievement; with challenges designed to stretch them in 
preparation for the SATs.

• There is a greater emphasis on independence this year, with a 
number of opportunities for students to work on their own each day. 
Students must take responsibility for things such as homework, 
uniform, PE kit etc. in preparation for secondary education.

• Where students work in groups, this will be either with students of 
a similar level of achievement or mixed, depending on the subject, 
aim of the task or needs of the students. 



Teaching & Learning

• Students are taught through “The Power of 
Reading”.

• This means that lessons, where possible, are taught 
with a link to the class book/reading. 

• This half term, Year 6 are reading Myths and 
Legends, so English, History and Geography as well 
as Drama and Art are linked to the myths of the 
Ancient Greeks.

• Later in the year, the students will read a series of 
children’s novels, starting with Once, which will 
focus on children in World War 2.



Interventions

• Throughout the year, there will be a number of interventions for 
your children. The aim of these, is to ensure that your child is 
prepared to achieve their best this academic year. 

• These will take place before, during and/or after school.

• Some may be geared towards the SATs, others may be general 
interventions geared towards the need of a child/group of children. 

• It is essential that the children attend the interventions that they 
have been invited to, as they will impact their futures. 

• Students of all levels of achievement will participate in an 
intervention.



English Lessons:

• Students will do at least 6 hours of English each week, including 
guided or reciprocal reading sessions, grammar lessons, drama and 
editing their writing. 

• There is a greater emphasis on reading this year as students are 
expected to use the more difficult reading skills such as inference 
and summary. 

• Last year, reading was the most complex SATs exam and we are 
aim to provide all students with the skill set to succeed. 

• As well as this, the writing that takes place this year will be less 
in quantity but higher in quality, with students editing and 
redrafting their work independently in preparation for a writing 
assessment at the end of the year. 



Mathematics Lessons:

• Students will do at least 5 hours of Math each week.

• As a Wandsworth school, we follow the Wandsworth and Merton 
Maths Themes as a way of ensuring full coverage of the National 
Curriculum. 

• There is a greater emphasis on problem solving and reasoning this 
year as students are expected to be able to explain how they came 
to an answer. 

• Students in Year 6 are currently strong in Arithmetic (the other 
area of Mathematics examined) and the focus here will be multi-
step arithmetic problems. 



Grammar Lessons:

• Students will have a weekly grammar lesson, which will be linked 
into their English work that week, to prepare them for the 
grammar test.

• Lessons are delivered by Jenny, the school’s grammar specialist, and 
the class teachers.

• Year 6 have had a year of these whilst in Year 5. This year will 
build on what they have previously learnt and introducing new 
grammar terms.

• For example: active and passive voices, and more advanced 
punctuation such as colons and semi-colons for clause separation. 



Homework

• This is a very important year for the children and therefore 
expectations are high. 

• Homework will always be related to English and Mathematics with 
one other curriculum area, and it will also be linked to the 
students classwork. 

• This half term the homework will be a Year 5 revision pack which 
will last 6 weeks. The children will be expected to complete these as 
they choose over the 6 week period ensuring that it is all completed 
by the given deadline. 

• As well as this, students will have daily reading, daily next steps 
for maths and weekly spellings to learn.



Wandsworth Tests

The Wandsworth tests will take place in school 
on either:

• Thursday 21st September

The tests will be a Verbal Reasoning test and a 
Non-Verbal Reasoning test. 

Most secondary schools now use the results of 
these tests to either offer a place to students or 
to stream them once offered a place. It is 
therefore important that all students take these 
tests. Please ensure your child attends as there 
is no alternative date. 



SATs

The SATs will take place the week commencing Monday 13th May 2018. 

Currently, the tests scheduled to take place are:

• Reading Paper

• Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar Paper

• Spelling Paper

• Arithmetic Paper

• 2 Mathematic Reasoning Papers

Writing is assessed separately and is based on a portfolio of classwork.

Please note that these could change as the DfE introduce/modify exams. 



SATs

• They provide a snapshot of attainment in 
English, and mathematics.

• The tests take place during May - all tests must 
take place on the same day, nationally.

• The tests are marked externally.



SATs
Question: What do the results of SATs mean in real terms for my child’s 

education?

The result will suggest whether academically your child is ‘secondary ready’ 
or not.

The main purpose of statutory assessment is to ascertain what pupils have 
achieved in relation to the areas of the national curriculum (2014) .

The main intended uses of the outcomes are to: 

• hold schools accountable for the attainment and progress made by their 
pupils 

• inform parents and secondary schools about the performance of individual 
pupils 

• enable benchmarking between schools, as well as monitoring performance 
locally and nationally



Scaled Scores
The results of the new National Tests will be reported as scaled 
scores.  Children’s raw marks will be converted into a scaled score to 
identify whether they have met the national standard. 



Reporting Results

Scaled scores:

A scaled score of 100 will always represent ‘the expected standard’ 

The raw score will be converted into a scaled score using a conversion 
table yet to be created (published at same time as results – July) 

We will report to you: 

• Your child’s raw score

• Your child’s scaled score

• Confirmation of whether or not they attained the expected standard

For Reading, mathematics and science there is only one standard. So 
pupils will be reported as either ‘working at the expected standard’ or 
‘not working at the expected standard’



Preparing for the assessments at home:
How can you help your children?

• Most importantly - ensure your child is in school and on time!

• Maths games (fluency)

• Tables practice, number bonds 

• Nrich maths website – reasoning 

• Practising formal written methods (refer calculation policy on website)

• High Expectations of things you know they can do e.g. basic punctuation, 
spellings

• Practising spellings including statutory word lists from Y3, 4, 5 and 6 

• Spelling games

• Reading – to your child, with your child and discussing what you have read

• High expectations of homework - presentation & handwriting

• CGP revision books and workbooks. 



Preparing for the tests at home:
How can you help your children?

• Practice tests can be useful if you are able to go 
through them with the children to see where they have 
done well and what areas need to be improved.

• Please do not do last year’s SATs Papers as the students 
have been sitting/will sit these this week. 

• Above all stay calm. 



Primary to Secondary 
Transition
• There will be a great deal in regards to supporting 
students with their transition to Secondary school. 

• Students will be participating in a workshop with 
TFL regarding travel, safety and citizenship. 

• There will be a series of other workshops and 
projects over the course of the year from both the 
school and external agencies, designed to ensure the 
students are ready to make the move. 



Hindleap Warren

• One of the main events, that is part of the Primary to Secondary 
transition, is the week long residential trip to Hindleap Warren 
taking place in November.

• This is an essential experience for all children in the year group.

• It will provide students with essential skills such as team work, 
problem solving and most importantly independence. 

• All of the children who attended in previous years have credited 
this trip with preparing them for being a young adult. 

• Should you have any concerns regarding this residential trip please 
feel free to speak to me. 



Some Key Dates

• Garnet Class Assembly: Wednesday 27th September

• Opal Class Assembly: Wednesday 11th October

• Wandsworth Tests: Thursday 21st September

• British Museum Trip: Friday 13th October

• Hindleap Warren: Monday 6th November

• SATs Week: Monday 13th May


